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The Vis ion 

By Don Baad 

 

Itôs fall.  As I write this, the trees are reaching the 

peak of their color and the sunshine has made 

those colors brilliant.  So everyone is remarking 

about the beauty of the season.  

 

In fact, I hear many people say fall is their 

favorite seasonðbut not me.  I love summer.  I 

love the green grass, the green corn, the green 

soybeans, the green leaves, and the warm 

temperatures.  Bring it on!  Summer is my favorite 

season followed closely by spring.  I love the 

rebirth of leaves and the warming of the 

temperatures in springðand I especially love 

spring because I know summer will follow!  

 

Now donôt get me wrong.  I love the beauty of 

fall, tooðespecially this fall.  But the thing is, 

soonðperhaps by the time you read thisðall 

those beautiful leaves will be lying on the ground 

just waiting to be raked and burned or mulched or 

compostedðunless of course the wind picks them 

up and moves them to someone elseôs yard!  And 

then the trees will just stand there with their stark, 

naked branches and the weather will turn cold and 

horror of horrors, winter will arrive.  

 

I know it will work this way.  It has for at least 

65 years that I know of.  So in late summer and 

early fall when the corn turns brown and the 

soybeans go from green to yellow to brown and 

then drop their leaves, Iôm always a little sadð

because I know what is coming.  

 

Really itôs ironic I should feel this way.  I grew 

up on a farm on the western edge of Branch 

County.  Although Iôve never farmed for a living, I 

have grown up surrounded by planting, growing 

and harvesting.  The way the crop is planted and 

cared for will influence the harvest so the farmer 

also enjoys the rich, dark green of summer crops.  

However, the farmerôs ultimate goal is not the 

beautiful green but the harvest that results from 

the planting and nurturing of the crops.  

 

The Bible often uses pictures of seasons and 

farming to teach us about life.  In fact planting 

and harvesting are mentioned frequently.  

Consider a few examples from the NIV translation:  

 

A sluggard does not plow in season; so at 

harvest time he looks but finds nothing. ï 

Proverbs 20:4 

 

Do not be deceived:  God cannot be mocked.  A 

man reaps what he sows.  The one who sows to 

please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap 

destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, 

from the Spirit will reap eternal life.  Let us not 

become weary in doing good, for at the proper 

time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good 

to all people, especially to those who belong to the 

family of believers. ï Galatians 6:7-10 

 

 ñThe harvest is past, the summer has ended, 

and we are not saved.ò ï Jeremiah 8:20 

 

If I understand the Biblical writers correctly, our 

(Vision, continued on page 3) 
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By Larry Knapp 

A number of years ago we, along with many other 

churches, set aside the second Sunday in November to 

pray for persecuted Christians around the world.  A few 

years later we gave a portion of the Sunday offering to 

organizations that ministered to the persecuted, like Voice 

of the Martyrs.  For the last several years we have given 

the entire offering to those who have suffered for the 

sake of Christ. 

How can we remember those with whom we canôt 

identify?  How can we pray for those we donôt know?  

And yet, how can we pretend that this isnôt happening?  

How can we rejoice when many of our spiritual family are 

being severely mistreated?  How can we ignore the fact 

that more Christians have been martyred for Christôs sake 

the past one hundred years than all nineteen hundred 

before?  If we show graphic pictures of the persecuted, 

we are revolted.  If we mention them too often, we 

become dejected.  If we are challenged too frequently, 

we feel guilty.  It is difficult to balance the need to know 

and do something about it with those negative feelings 

that result because of itðso we try to remember and 

react in healthy ways. 

This month, we are focusing on persecuted 

Christians.  Hebrews 13:3 states, ñRemember the 

prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who 

are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.ò  

We are not only to remember but also identify with them 

in such a way that we would feel their pain.  

Each Sunday in November we will include prayers for 

the persecuted.  One Sunday we will devote a bulletin 

panel to our brothers and sisters who are mistreated 

because of their faith.  On November 14 th , Mary 

Komy , a Sudanese believer, will share her testimony.  

She has a powerful story of how she turned from Islam to 

Christ and was subsequently mercilessly beaten and 

imprisoned by her family when they discovered her 

conversion.   

We have been blessed in this country with the 

freedom to worship.  We also need to be prepared to 

face a world hostile to the gospel.  Many of us have seen 

the sneers, heard the ridicule, and felt the rejection.  

Some have experienced injustice because of our faith.  

ñBlessed are you when others revile you and persecute 

you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 

account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you.ò  Matthew 5:10-11  So let us rejoice with 

those around the world that we have been ñconsidered 

worthy of shame for His nameò and let us join our 

brothers and sisters in sharing the ñfellowship of His 

suffering.ò 
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lives also have seasons.  And what we do in the spring 

and warm summer of life will greatly influence how the 
fall and winter go.  Please understand I am not saying 

that our eternal destiny is determined by whether weôve 

been good or bad.  Our eternal destiny is determined by 
our faith in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ and His 

work at Calvary. 
 

However, I believe the Scripture is teaching that we are 
formed by the events, attitudes and actions of our lives.  

What we sow will determine what we reap.  We cannot 
expect a bountiful harvest if we fail to plow and sow a 

good crop.  We do not want to end up quoting Jeremiah 
8:20.  When I was a teenager, my pastor used to say he 

thought Jeremiah 8:20 was the saddest verse in the 

entire Bible. 
 

Itôs fall.  Summer has ended.  Itôs too late to plant corn or 
soybeans.  Itôs too late to start your garden.  But hereôs 

the good newsðitôs never too late to place your entire 

confidence in what Jesus did at Calvary.  And itôs never 
too late to ñsow to please the Spiritò by cultivating and 

nurturing the fruit His Spirit grows in our hearts.  
 

I recently rolled up 65 on the ñodometer of lifeò so Iôm 
facing the ñseasonalò transition to semi-retirement in a 

few weeks.  But I donôt want to just rake leaves and sit 
around waiting for the bitterness of winter.  No I want to 

do some more planting, growing and harvesting with the 

help of Godôs Spirit.  Want to join me?  I donôt ever want 
the warmth of His Spirit to go away --after all, Iôm the guy 

who doesnôt like winter.   

(Vision, continued from page 1) 

Donôt miss out on a great night of food, fellowship 

and entertainment with a purpose on Friday, November 

12th at 6 pm. Bring your favorite pie or other dessert to 

share. Weôll be viewing the movie ñHomeless for the 

Holidaysò in the lobby area. Donôt miss out 

on this opportunity to prepare for the 

holiday season and also share the 

true message of the season with 

non-churched friends.  This event 

is for all ages. Childcare is not 

available.  
 

Admission: A canned good or box  

of instant potatoes, stuffing, jello  

or pudding for the local food pantries.  
 

The following is a reviewerôs description of the movie: 

ñThe movie follows marketing executive Jack Baker 

(Matt Moore), who has built the ñperfectò life in the 

town of Wooded Falls - a beautiful wife, two cute kids, 

a mound of credit card debt; and a house he can barely 

afford. Jack takes the fall for a mistake his company 

makes and ends up donning a costume and taking a 

major pay cut to work at Penguin Point. Of course, he 

canôt keep up the lifestyle to which he has become 

accustomed, and Christmas starts to look pretty grim.  
 

But more than that, the story of ñHomeless for the 

Holidaysò is a wonderful and important tale for the 

current economic times. So many people are in 

a similar situation to Jack and his family, 

and the roller-coaster of emotions that 

Jack and Sheryl go through during 

their ordeal ring true for anybody 

who has gone through hard times. 

ñHomeless for the Holidaysò is an 

inspirational and unabashedly 

Christian story, and one that got me 

a little misty -eyed more than once.  
 

Itôs a sweet story with a happy ending, but 

it doesnôt stray too far into saccharine or preachy 

territory like many movies. Its production values are 

nearly as good as any big-budget Hollywood movie, 

and it has a better story and is more heartwarming and 

inspirational than most of the movies released in the 

theaters. In getting ready for the crazy holiday season, 

I canôt think of a better movie to see than ñHomeless 

for the Holidays.ò (Excerpted from fwdailynews - By 

Jenny Kobiela-Mondor  Monday, 19 October 2009) 

How much better can it get?  

Pie and a great movie!  
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Childrenôs Ministry 
Looking Ahead to Christmas 

 

HELP!! We need the following items for the childrenôs Christmas program.  If you can provide any of the 

following please let Faith Merchant (278-7802) know. All items are needed by Sunday, November 21st. They 

may be placed in the Childrenôs Ministry box located in the annex between the lobby and hallway. Thanks.  
12 red ball caps (teen-adult size); 12 pairs of red knit gloves (one size fits all); 1 package of large silver plates; 

1 package of 6ò silver stars (12 count); 1 package of traditional green bows (12 count minimum).  

Saturday, November 6th 
9 amðuntil finished ( or as long as you like) 

Children and adults are invited to an Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box 

Packing Party!  The party will be held in the gymnasium of the First Baptist 
Church of Coldwater, located at 102 Bishop Avenue. 

Opera t i on  Chr is tmas  Ch i l d  

Childrenôs Ministry is again making Advent materials available to help prepare 

our childrenôs hearts and minds for the celebration of Christôs birth. Please pick 
up one of the individual Christmas trees and related stickers along with a daily 

reading/activity guide. (One guide per family, please.) These will be located on 
the Information Table beginning Sunday, November 21st. Advent begins on 

Sunday, November 28th.  

Adven t  

Childrenôs Ministry proudly presents ñItôs a Wonder-full Lifeò. This delightful 

musical presents the truth of Christmas for young and old alike. Mark your 
calendar for Sunday, December 5th.  The annual Christmas potluck (meat and 

beverages provided) is scheduled for 5 pm with the musical program following 
at 6 pm. The Beginnerôs Church children will also be presenting a short musical 

interlude prior to the main event. Donôt miss this opportunity to share the truth 

of Christ with your family, friends and acquaintances. Start the season right by 
attending!  

Childrenôs Christmas Program 

Saturday, December 4th, 10 am-2 pm 
Lunch will be served.   
Please note that rehearsal is scheduled for the church lobby and sanctuary; 

not the Childrenôs Assembly area. 

Chr i s tmas  P lay  D ress  Rehea rsa l  
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Bir thdays  
1  Kelly Arnett 

 Brea Case (17) 

 Linda Marvin 
2 Larry Duwell 

 Beverly Nutt 
 Wayne Reese 

3 Mikayla Mullins 

4 Ysabella Ferris (2) 
 Kathy Gray 

5 Sharon Curtis 
 Ashley Ward (11) 

7 Jan Boynton 
8 Rachel Smith 

 Lindsey Thorne (11) 

9 Ashlea Kuster (18) 
 Greg Martin 

10 Tim Clawson 
 Scott Knapp 

 Angel Snodgrass 

11 Jim Walker 
12 Janet Hyliard 

13 Tonia Heinemann 
14 Mikayla Everline (4) 

 Sherry Hower 

 Dawne Knapp 

 Ann Swan 
15 Thom Brainard 

 Jill Harvey 
 Jared Ward (14) 

16 Cathy Jewell 

 Zackary Murphy (12) 
18 Rachel Snapp (7) 

19 Doug Bower 
 Pauletta Teachout 

20 Madeline Bailey (10) 
 Shawnna Craig 

 Tammy Hayden 

21 Jessica Brauker 
 Betty Dunn 

 Audrey Paoletta (14) 
22 Piper Craig 

23 Randy Horstman 

 Janet Maynard 
24 Trevor Cooper 

 Collin Moore (14) 
25 Rachelle Clemens 

26 John Bosker 
 Tom Haylett 

 Karl Rosch Sr. 

27 Karsten Bell (4) 
 Karen Bercaw 

 Ivan Boynton 
 Brent Cartwright (15)  

 Bruce Cartwright (15) 

 Jason Haylett (7) 
 Audrey Kooi (6) 

28 Don Dull 

 Mikhail Rodriguez (2) 
 Bill Swallow 

 Kirk Yearling 
29 Terry Ganton 

 Bill Maynard 

30 Kaylee Bailey (4) 
 Dale Disbro 

 Dan Parker 
 Skylar Watson (17) 
 

Anniversar ies 
1 Terry & Carol Ganton 
 Wayne & Chris Reese - 35th 

4 Louie & Barbara Aker - 10th 

5 Alan & Faith Merchant - 10th 
6 Jeff & Angela Marks 

10 Michael & Deborah Church 
 Rolly & Ann Swan 

12 Oliver & Norma Walters - 60th 

15 Bryan & Tammy Foreman 
16 Elbert & Cathy Jewell 

18 Terry & Beckey Knowles 
19 Roscoe & Barbara Parks 

22 Ed & Carolyn Smith 
26 Chick & Sally Gerber 

28 Jack & Jeanne Asher 

29 John & Erin Morrill 

November 

Please let us know of 

additions or corrections,  
279-7536. 

Nursery ðNew Procedure  

Effective November 1st there will be a new procedure 
when taking your child to the nursery.   Besides being 

given a pager, you will be given a coil bracelet with a 
number on it.   A tag with the same number will be at-

tached to your child and to his/her diaper bag.   In order 

to retrieve your child after service, you must present the 
numbered bracelet that matches your child.   If you intend 

for someone other than yourself to pick up your child, 
you must give them the bracelet first.   This is just an-

other effort to ensure your child's safety.  
 

Our Sympathy  

Dean Murphy, his wife, Jeanette 
Don Mast, his wife, Virginia 

 
Congratulations  

Trevor and Ashley (Woodring) Cooper on their marriage  

Building Loan Report  

Loan balance (8-12) ...............................  $ 100,707.60 
Total payment ..........................  $16,852.00 

Applied to interest ..........................  - 00.00 
Applied to principal ................................ ... $16,852.00 

New principal balance (9-13) .....................  $83,855.60 

 
Statistics  

Last Month: 
Church Attendance - 454 

Sunday School Attendance - 175 
Total Offering - $45,595.72 
(Designated for building - $5,670.00) 
 

Last Year: 
Church Attendance - 436 

Sunday School Attendance - 155 

Keeping You Informed 
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 7th  14th  21st  28th  

Audio  

Visual  

8:30 am 
M Church 
R Metz 
 

11 am 
Needed 
R Metz 

8:30 am 
M Church 
E Miller 
 

11 am 
Needed 
E Miller 

8:30 am 
Needed 
R Metz 
 

11 am 
Needed 
R Metz 

8:30 am 
Needed 
R Byers 
 

11 am 
Needed 
D Snell 

Musicians  

8:30 am 
B Dull 
J Asher 
 

11 am 
L Snell 
J Aldrich 
 

Praise Team 
C Schelinski,  
M Robertson, K Bell,  
K Snapp 
 

Offertory 
K Bell 

8:30 am 
J Asher 
B Dull 
 

11 am 
L Snell 
J Aldrich 
 

Praise Team 
R Metz, B Hefner,  
R Cooper 
 
 

Offertory 
T & L Voss 

8:30 am 
B Dull 
J Asher 
 

11 am 
L Snell 
J Aldrich 
 

Praise Team 
R Everline, B Hefner,  
R Cooper, N Proffit 
 
 

Offertory 
R Everline 

8:30 am 
J Asher 
B Dull 
 

11 am 
L Snell 
J Aldrich 
 

Praise Team 
M Robertson, M & H 
Ward, C Nelson,  
D Schelinski 
 

Offertory 
J Underwood  

Nursery  

8:30 am 
V Bower 
J Haylett 
 

Sunday School 
C Compton 
E Morrill 
 

11 am 
K Kieliszewski 
R Everline 
J Underwood 

8:30 am 
J Unroe 
I Nelson 
 

Sunday School 
K Bell 
S Odisher 
 

11 am 
R & A Clemens 
 

8:30 am 
K Knapp 
M Muir 
 

Sunday School 
B Kooi 
K Pierucki 
 

11 am 
D & M Hoath 
MP Kruger 

8:30 am 
K Looper 
T Haylett 
 

Sunday School 
L & M Robertson 
 

 
11 am 
J Brauker 
M Thorne 
C Fincham 

Beginners  

Church  

 

M & S Odisher 
 

Young family K Arnett 
D Merchant 

K Kieliszewski 
J Laser 

Junior  

Church  

Music Director 
E Mullins 
 

Adult Helper 
C Compton 
K Kieliszewski 
 

Music Director 
E Mullins 
 

Adult Helper 
G & A Snapp 
S & C Hadley 
 

Teen Helper 
K Snapp 

Music Director 
E Mullins 
 

Adult Helper 
S Haylett 
K & J Poole 
 

Music Director 
E Mullins 
 

Adult Helper 
M Odisher 
R Rail 
C Thorne 

Prayer  

Helpers  

8:30 am 
D Ankney 
K Looper 
 
 

11 am 
J Starr 
G Padmos 
T Haylett 
S Haylett 

8:30 am 
R Bowerman 
J Asher 
C Nelson 
 

11 am 
J Schelinski 
D Baad 
A Baad 
T Voss 

8:30 am 
D Hefner 
R Cooper 
J Cooper 
 

11 am 
P Muir 
M Muir 
J Underwood 

8:30 am 
D Mitmesser 
C Mitmesser 
T Romine 
 

11 am 
W Gilbert 
J Burrows 
K Knapp 
K Rosch 

Ushers  

8:30 am 
T Romine 
J Doty 
 

11 am 
L Parshall 

8:30 am 
D Sharrard 
H Collins 
 

11 am 
W Knapp 
D Knapp 

8:30 am 
A Paradine 
S Teachout 
 

11 am 
D Rosch 
S Haylett 

8:30 am 
J Walker 
 
 

11 am 
M Stetler 
D Nettleman 

Worship 

Service Prayer  

Team 

8:30 am 
P/M Muir 
 

11 am 
A Rahrig 
P Diffenbaugh 

8:30 am 
M Strang 
 

11 am 
T Parker 

8:30 am 
T Heinemann 
 

11 am 
R Stoy 

8:30 am 
K Rosch 
 

11 am 
N Proffit 

Serv ing  
Schedu le  
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202 East Lockwood Road  

Coldwater, MI 49036  

 
Phone:  517-279-7536 

E-mail: lockwoodcc@cbpu.com 
Web site: www.lockwoodchurch.org 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri, 9 am to 4 pm  
 

November, 2010 Newsletter  
 

Exalt ƴ Edify ƴEvangelize ƴ Equip  

Contact Information ð Elders: Don Baad, 617-3363; Dan Hefner, 278-2065; Dave Knapp, 278-2503; Larry Knapp, 278-8980; 
Shayne Looper, 278-8109; Chick Gerber, 238-5422   Deacon Team:  Warren Gilbert, 238-5278; Tom Haylett, 238-2915; Glenn 
Padmos, 238-9369; Larry Parshall, 278-6497; Evelyn Pierce, 278-8165; Marvin Stetler, 278-1330; John Underwood, 677-9552; 
Tim Voss, 278-4844   Youth Director:  Matt Kooi, 279-7077   Music Director:  Dan Hefner, 278-2065 

 

 Elder Update 

 By Don Baad 

 

We continue to meet weekly as 

our schedules permit. Fall has 

proved a busy time for several of us 

so sometimes just getting together is 

a challenge. We have finished read-

ing through the Pastoral Epistles 

(Titus, 1 and 2 Timothy) together 

and are now starting the book of 

James. We normally read through a 

chapter together and then discuss it.  

This is followed by a time of sharing 

prayer requests and praying to-

gether. These meetings have proved 

to be wonderful times of drawing 

closer to God and to one another.  

We conduct church business on al-

ternate weeks and we often hold 

ñpre-discussionsò of topics via email.   

 

We recently met with a family that 

was facing cancer. This was also a 

blessed time. Obviously, we ask God 

to heal if that is His will, but we also 

pray for God to use even difficult 

circumstances for good in the lives 

of those facing challenges, as well as 

in the whole church family.  

 

Please pray with us that we will be 

sensitive to Godôs leading and follow 

Him faithfully. There is much to dis-

tract and sidetrack all of us from 

focusing on Him as we should, and 

the elders are not immune to this 

danger.  

 

Thank you for your prayers and 

support. 

 
 

Note:  If you wish to contact an 
elder you can find their names and 

phone numbers listed in Contact In-
formation above, on the back of the 
Sunday bulletin, and on the church 

web site, www.lockwoodchurch.org.  


