Go Deep IDOP
John 15:18-21 
1. How would you define persecution? 
2. What are the main reasons for Christian persecution? 
3. What are some of the different ways that Christians are persecuted throughout the world?
4. Every 2 in 5 Christians in Asia are persecuted. How do you think American Christians would handle the kind of persecution that North Korean Christians receive? 
5. Do you think that Christians will be persecuted in the U.S. any time soon?
6. Why isn’t there more persecution in the U.S. at this time? 
7. What would happen to Lockwood Church if heavy persecution began in our region?
8. How did Jesus respond to persecution? How did the 12 apostles respond? How did Paul respond? 
9. According to the New Testament, how are Christians supposed to respond to persecution in its different forms? 
10. Read John 15:18-21. What does Jesus mean by the term “world”? What does it mean to “belong to the world”?
11. According to verse 21, why does the world hate Jesus and his followers?
12. Read Matthew 5:11-12. Is Jesus saying that we should want to be persecuted? Why does he tell us to rejoice and be glad?
13. Read 1 Peter 4:12-14. Will we be taken by surprise when if we suffer for Christ? What does it mean to “participate in the suffering s of Christ?”
14. Are there other ways to suffer for the name of Christ other than persecution? 
15. What happens at the end of Daniel 6, when Daniel was delivered from the lion’s den? (see 6:25-28). Why should this encourage the persecuted?

